Spontaneous subcutaneous temporal emphysema.
The presence of air in the temporal regions is an uncommon presentation of spontaneous pneumomediastinum. As terminal alveoli rupture, air dissects along bronchovascular shafts. Usually, air travels either in a superior or inferior direction. Thus, extensive spontaneous subcutaneous emphysema accompanied by both cervical and retroperitoneal emphysema is rarely encountered. We present an unusual case of spontaneous pneumomediastinum, pneumoretroperitoneum, and cervical and facial emphysema presenting as bilateral painless temporal swelling. To our knowledge, this association has not been reported. Treatment involves observation for potentially life-threatening sequelae.